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Vale Judy Ross 
Around 27 years ago, Judy Ross joined a group of 
women artists working at Highfields on a derelict 
cattle property. We had converted the old dairy into 
an etching workshop, and painters used an old ex-
army building for their workshop. It was pretty 
draughty and we plugged the holes in the walls with 
egg cartons to stop the winter wind. Lots of fun, and 
Judy enjoyed the etching process and was a 
competent etcher and bought her own small press for 
home use. She was a prolific artist, producing lovely 
silver works as well as etchings, drawings and all 
manner of art works. Judy and most of the ladies 
were to be found at the MacGregor Summer Schools 
where their work was displayed. Ladies' lunches on 
the verandah at our workshops were the day’s 
highlight and Judy always brought her laughter and 
good humour. Judy Emmerson James. 

 

I first meet Judy about 3 years ago when I enrolled in 
her U3A and TAS class “Nuts and Bolts”.  Judy’s 
classes were always fun and informative, covering a 
wide range of topics, ideas, and materials. However, 
I best remember Judy for her drive to encourage me 
and the rest of the class to try something different, do 
it another way and always remember “it is your work, 
you can do whatever you like or want”.  Some people 
talk about rules. Judy questioned rules, and 
encouraged us to go with the good ideas.  
I had also spent almost 3 years with Judy in the 
Portrait class, and like several other class members, 
always received good & informative feedback from 
her, and in the early days this was the encouragement 
I needed to continue. 
I, like many other people, will miss Judy.  However, I 
will remember her many lessons, the main one being 
‘my art work is all about having fun’. Bob Campbell 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Judy Ross’s death came as a shock.  Right up to the end she 
seemed so full of life, cheerful, chatty and interested in so many 
things.  Her daughter’s eulogy at the funeral shed light on her 
early years and her art college days in Sydney when she was an 
avowedly free thinker associating with young radicals, many of 
whom “escaped” to London in the ‘50s and ‘60s.  I’ll remember 
her particularly for her enthusiasm, breadth of knowledge and love 
of learning. This Newsletter also has tributes by TAS members 
Judy Emmerson James and Bob Campbell.  You were a one-off, 
Judy. Vale. 
The inaugural Sister City Art Competition celebrated 
Toowoomba’s 25 year relationship with Takatsuki, Japan, and 
was held in TRAG and at Murray’s.  Congratulations to Helen 
Harris for taking out the runner-up award and to former TAS 
Gallery Director Angela Goulton for the 1st prize and a Highly 
Commended. 
I’m sure some of you were introduced to art-making at workshops 
run by Flying Arts which has just celebrated 45 years. It was 
started in 1971, the same year as he founded the Brisbane 
Institute of Art, by well-known painter Mervyn Moriarty who gained 
a pilot’s licence in order to provide a novel service, flying to over 
20 venues throughout Queensland to conduct, I think, 4 weekend 
workshops per year to people who had no access to art tuition or 
art galleries.  I have known many art educators but can’t think of 
any who have made such a difference as Merv. A few days ago I 
did a “gallery crawl” in Brisbane and visited a Moriarty 
retrospective at the Judith Wright Centre to mark this anniversary. 
I also enjoyed “No.1 Neighbour: Art in PNG 1966-2016” at QAG.  
It was partly a nostalgia trip since I was teaching in Papua as the 
new art scene was emerging, with artists like Kauage and Akis 
holding their first exhibitions, young writers who would become 
polemicists and politicians graduating from UPNG, and a student 
of mine accepted in the first entry to the National Art School in 
Port Moresby. 
Almost 20 years ago USQ employed an extraordinary printmaker, 
Stephen Spurrier, whose 50 year retrospective “Journeys of a 
Curious Mind” has just opened at TRAG.  Along with “It’s a Long 
Story”, his quirky artist’s books and collaborations, Stephen’s 
work fills half the gallery. You can hardly do justice to this survey 
of prints, paintings, books and 3d objects in one visit, but do see 
it. 
Also coming up is TAS member Mike Armstrong’s Masters 
Graduation exhibition at USQ (details in this issue and on our 
Facebook page).  Mike recently won the Mary Ellis Drawing Prize 
in Brisbane.  Those of us who were privileged to preview his 
masterly figure drawings, sculptures and installation work a few 
months ago thoroughly recommend a visit.  
Our end-of-year dinner party will be held at 6pm, Friday 9 
December. This year Karsten Wendland will be providing an 
international smorgasbord. Costs are $30/head and as always 
TAS provides the drinks. Please book with Peggy (0409 601952) 
and pay by Wed. Nov.30. 
Allan Bruce (01.11.16) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

45 X 45 
The 45 X 45 Members’ Autumn Exhibition held in April this year was 

so well received and successful that we will be holding it again in 
April 2017. 

Same rules apply – works must be on canvases measuring 45 X 45 X 
4cm (now available at TAS for $10), no set theme, 1 entry per 

member. 
You can purchase a canvas now through your group leader or a 

Committee member.   

 

DATE CLAIMER: Saturday 7th January 2017 
 

MARKETS …..RICHES….ART……..CRAFT……..BRIC-A-BRAC……..MARKETS 

WHAT?  Stalls by members of the TUESDAY GROUP 

WHERE?  Toowoomba Art Society 

WHEN?   8am – 12 noon SATURDAY 7TH JANUARY 2017 

Mark it in your diary… Tell all your friends and family 

COME AND GRAB SOME BARGAINS!!!!! 

 

CAN YOU HELP? 
TAS is looking for a member to send out the 

monthly exhibition information by post as well as 
other online contacts. All help and a very easy and 

detailed ‘to do’ list will be provided. 
Please contact Diana by 

email:  dianambattle@gmail.com 

What? Our end-of-year 
dinner party will be an 
international smorgasbord 
catered for by Karsten 
Wendland   
When? Friday 9 December 

from 6pm 
Where? TAS 
Cost? $30 per head 
Book? Peggy (0409 601952)  
Payment by Wed. Nov.30. 

  
 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER 
 

Welcome Ann Simpson 
We hope you enjoy your experience 
at TAS and that you make full use of 

our many facilities and friendly 
atmosphere. Keep up to date with 

our Newsletters, web page –
toowoombaartsociety.com.au    

Facebook page – TAS – Toowoomba 
Art Society, as well as the 

noticeboard & printed materials in 
the corridor. 

 

2017 Groups & Classes 
There will be some changes to what is on offer at TAS next year. Some classes & Groups will not be continuing so we 

need new groups or classes to fill the weekly activities schedule. If you would like to offer classes or start a new group, 
please email TAS with an outline of what you intend to offer, duration, cost, etc. 

 

 Long-time TAS Director & artist Charlie Boyle has proposed weekly sessions (depending on members’ interest) 9am to 
12 noon on Fridays 

 

His classes will consist of discussion and demonstration; application of drawing and painting processes and 
techniques. Potential attendees can tell him what they’d like to know so they can work to achieve better outcomes, 

and also enjoy the process of doing so. 
 

mailto:leeperinet@gmail.com
mailto:dianambattle@gmail.com


 

Congratulations to Ros Cranch & Lyn Watts for a 
very well-attended & successful opening of their 

exhibition ‘From Country to City’ by Councillor 
Geoff McDonald on Saturday. A must-see 

exhibition! Plus Peter Fitzpatrick’s work in the 
corridor is worth a look. Both exhibitions continue 

till 27th November. 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

UPCOMING WORKSHOP 
 

‘INTRODUCTION TO WATERCOLOURS’ 
 

What: 1 day workshop with award-winning 
watercolour artist Robyn Croad     

 

When: 9am - 4 pm, Saturday 19th November   
 

Where: Toowoomba Art Society 

Cost: $65 tuition (Maximum class size – 15) 
($20 deposit please to secure a place)    

 

Morning and afternoon tea provided.   
BYO lunch. 

 

To book: please contact Robyn at email 
rscroad@hotmail.com  or phone 0403 136411 

for further details and a materials list. 

 

ATTENTION  
GROUP LEADERS & CLASS TEACHERS 

 

Could you please provide TAS, either by email 
or a note under the office door, the dates your 
group or class finishes this year & begins again 
next year, 2017. This information allows us to 

answer queries from the public.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please help reduce TAS electricity costs 
Now that LED strip lighting is installed in 

Studio 1 to provide stronger, truer light, there 
should be no need to use the strip spotlights 

when the gallery is not open to the public.  
(Large spots should only be used for Life Drawing) 

Toowoomba Artist and Soldier, Major Michael Armstrong’s 
Master of Creative Arts Graduation Exhibition. 

 

The exhibition comprises an array of sculptures, drawings and 
art installations produced as part of Major Armstrong’s Master 
of Creative Arts research. The art explores Major Armstrong’s 
experiences as a soldier and artist during his deployments to 
Timor-Leste, Afghanistan and Iraq, focusing on concepts of 
experience and destruction. It is therefore surprising to learn 
that Major Armstrong completed a Bachelor of Fine Arts before 
enlisting in the Australian Army 18 years ago, a visual artist 
specialising in painting and drawing. 
 

Michael states “as both artist and soldier, my talents are 
considered in opposition to each other; one is bent on creation, 
the other generally considered as a destructive force. It is within 
this conflict of environment and self that I have operated as a 
soldier and artist, driven by a desire to understand.” 
 

Hence, following his return from Afghanistan in 2013,he 
undertook a Master of Creative Arts at USQ. A short notice 
deployment to Iraq in 2015 facilitated a period of intense 
reflection and discussion as he continued his art studies 
13,000km from home. Granted an opportunity to study full-time 
in 2016, Michael took advantage of this break from service to 
complete the bulk of his Master’s study, a process that 
culminated in the production of this solo exhibition. 
 

Exhibition opening hours: 10am-2pm from 2nd to 5th December 
2016  

mailto:rscroad@hotmail.com

