
 
  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

2016 has been a successful year for Toowoomba Art 
Society with lots of classes, an ever-increasing printmaking 
group, a strong exhibitions program and currently more 
than 200 members. But this last fact makes our forced 
cancellation of the end-of-year dinner all the more 
surprising and disappointing. 
 

November’s exhibition, Lyn Watts’ and Ros Cranch’s From 
Country to City was one of our best, and Peter Fitzpatrick’s 
work in the Corridor was indeed a Journey of Diversity. The 
annual end-of-year Youth Exhibition is elegantly displayed 
and comprises an impressive array of media and 
techniques. Unfortunately when I viewed it nothing was 
labelled so I can’t comment on individual works, but there 
are some technical and imaginative gems from the 
different age groups.  Congratulations to teacher Mark 
Phillips on bringing it all together. 
 

Amahl and I shortly head off to the Middle East and North 
Africa.  We will be touring Morocco, visiting the Atlas 
Mountains at Christmas and staying in the beautiful 
Atlantic seaport of Essaouira at New Year, before leaving 
Morocco to visit family in Sudan. Wherever you are over 
the festive season have a very happy time, and I wish you 
all good health and success in your artistic endeavours in 
2017. 
 

Allan Bruce (01.12.16) 

The TAS Committee wishes you all a very happy 

and safe holiday and we look forward to seeing 

you in the New Year. 
P.S. Don’t forget to renew your membership by 28th February 2017 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

Welcome Tim Wellingham and Sophie Sorella. We hope you 
enjoy your experience at TAS and that you make full use of our 
many facilities and friendly atmosphere. Keep up to date with 

our Newsletters, web page (toowoombaartsociety.com.au) 
Facebook page (TAS – Toowoomba Art Society) as well as the 

noticeboard & printed materials in the corridor. 

ATTENTION GROUP  LEADERS & CLASS TEACHERS 
 

Could you please provide TAS, either by email or 
a note under the office door, the dates your 

group or class finishes this year & begins again 
next year, 2017. This information allows us to 

answer enquiries from the public. 

SADLY, DUE TO AN APPARENT LACK OF 

INTEREST, OUR CHRISTMAS BREAKUP 

DINNER HAS BEEN CANCELLED. 

What? Our end-of-year 

dinner party will be an 
international smorgasbord 
catered for by Karsten 
Wendland   

When? Friday 9 December 

from 6pm 

Where? TAS 

Cost? $30 per head 

Book? Peggy (0409 601952)  

Payment by Wed. Nov.30. 
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The Saturday Printmakers held their final 2 day 
workshop for 2016 last weekend. Presented by sisters 
Annie Day & Robin Ezra, the "Waterless Lithography" 
workshop was a great success with excellent results. 



 

The Youth Exhibition Opening on Saturday morning 
was well-attended by happy families & excited young 

artists.  
There are some truly remarkable artworks on show 

and Mark is to be congratulated for the range of 
mediums, techniques & styles he has encouraged the 

children to use. It’s sometimes hard to believe that 
many of the works have been created by such young 

artists, e.g. the tree landscape in the photo below 
was created by Adele, front left.  

Photo left shows Mike Grice (Monday night Life 
Drawing Group) presenting a donation to Mark to put 

towards equipment & materials for the children. 
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VISUAL PLAGIARISM, APPROPRIATION and COPYING 
 

Some of our members have asked for clarification on these tricky and sometimes confusing issues. 
 

Visual plagiarism occurs where an artist copies or relies too heavily on image-based works (including original artworks 
and published photographs). There are ethical, legal, and professional consequences for borrowing others’ work too 

liberally.  Jeff Koons was sued successfully for creating a sculpture based on a photograph not his own. (See pictures below 
and refer to: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rogers_v._Koons  and 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/20/arts/design/20suit.html?_r=0, for the ins and outs of the lawsuits against Koons. 
 

Appropriation is the use of pre-existing objects or images with little or no transformation applied to them. It can be 
understood as "the use of borrowed elements in the creation of a new work."  In the visual arts, to appropriate means to 
properly adopt, borrow, recycle or sample aspects (or the entire form) of man-made visual culture. Most notable in this 
respect are the Readymades of Marcel Duchamp and Pop artists. (There is a long list of artists who use appropriation at 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Appropriation_(art)#Artists_using_appropriation ) 
 

Other appropriation strategies include re-vision, variation, imitation, derive, parody, homage, fair use & pastiche.  The 
term appropriation can also refer to the new work itself (as in 'this is a piece of appropriation art').  Inherent in our 
understanding of appropriation is the concept that the new work recontextualises whatever it borrows to create the new 
work. In most cases the original 'thing' remains accessible as the original, without change.   
 

Can I Make Paintings from Reference Photos in Books or Field Guides? Read an interesting and informative article on:  
http://painting.about.com/cs/artistscopyright/f/copyrightfaq7.htm  

 

Copying: Is it ok to copy another person’s artwork?  Yes, of course. However, it is all about how you distribute, by any 
means, the copied work. To put it simply, you become a thief when you represent copied material as your own, sell it 
without authorization as a copy or otherwise diminish the value of the original work. This is a complex legal area, but if you 
copy a Manet for your own pleasure it is doubtful that the art police will come knocking at your door. However, if you get 
very good at it, some would become very interested in your work, legally. Copy away, but don't misrepresent it or sell it 
without permission.  

 

http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/art/never-say-fake-forget-forgery-its-got-to-be-copy-or-pastiche-
1599527.html  

 

The Qld Studies Authority (QSA) refers to Appropriation in the 2007 Senior Visual Arts Syllabus as such:  
Appropriation is where an artist borrows an idea or image and reconceptualises it to give new meaning.  And further, 
Appropriation of images: Appropriation is the borrowing of an idea or image and re-contextualising it to give it another 
meaning.  Borrowed images are acceptable when they are: 

• placed in a new context, whether altered or not  
• not culturally sensitive  
• acknowledging the original artist and artwork. 
 

Copying images is a valid approach when developing particular media processes and techniques. 
 

 

A couple of appropriate quotations 
 

1. It should be obvious why it's easier to copy someone else's painting (or photograph), rather than work on site or even 
from (your own) photograph. All the selection, rejection and design have already been done for you. (Ron Ranson) 

 

2. Gathering your own reference materials, sketches and using your own imagination is going to help you grow as an 
artist far more than stealing someone else's work. (Bonnie Hamlin) 

 

http://quote.robertgenn.com/getquotes.php?catid=228  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jeff Koons, String of Puppies, 
painted wood sculpture, 1998 

Art Rogers, Puppies, photograph, 1980 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rogers_v._Koons
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/20/arts/design/20suit.html?_r=0
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DATE CLAIMER: Saturday 7th January 2017 
 

MARKETS …..RICHES….ART……..CRAFT……..BRIC-A-BRAC……..MARKETS 

WHAT?  Stalls by members of the TUESDAY GROUP 

WHERE?  Toowoomba Art Society 

WHEN?   8am – 12 noon SATURDAY 7TH JANUARY 2017 

Mark it in your diary… Tell all your friends and family 

COME AND GRAB SOME BARGAINS!!!!! 

 

2017 GROUPS & CLASSES 
There will be some changes to what is on offer at TAS next year. Some classes & Groups will not be continuing so we are 

looking new groups or classes to fill the weekly activities schedule, particularly evening classes or groups. If you would 
like to offer a class or start a new group, please email TAS info@toowoombaartsociety.com  with an outline of what you 

intend to offer, duration, cost (if any), as well as your teaching experience / qualifications. 
 

Long-time TAS Director & artist Charlie Boyle has proposed weekly sessions (depending on members’ interest) 9am to 
12 noon on Fridays. His classes will consist of discussion and demonstration; application of drawing and painting 
processes and techniques. Potential attendees can tell him what they’d like to know so they can work to achieve 

better outcomes, and also enjoy the process of doing so. 
 

mailto:info@toowoombaartsociety.com

