
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

President’s Report 
 

 

I’m saddened by the death last week of Pat Freestone, a long-time TAS 
member till stricken by illness. Pat had an excellent eye and drew beautifully. I 
also enjoyed her droll sense of humour. My thoughts are with Don and her 
family. Vale, Pat. 
 

Romantic to Exotic: Marcia Ruhle’s and Margaret Holmes-Middleton’s colourful 
works speak with a similar voice, particularly in the exotic portraits of PNG 
Highlanders and denizens of Venice’s Carnivale. Acrylics and pastels are applied 
with confidence and flair to a rich array of faces, marine and terrestrial animal 
studies (Ruhle’s canine portrait “Hey Dude” is a gem), and an evocative series 
of images of Venice with vivid, animated reflections in the water. A few other 
works fit less comfortably in this large exhibition. 
 

The Magic of Paperbark: Our small group of art in bark enthusiasts bring skill 
and precision to intricate works in this uniquely Australian art form. Ros Slack 
shows particular command of the medium in her landscapes and the apparent 
simplicity of ”Hint of Autumn”. 
 

As most people join TAS to learn and better their art practice, I’d recommend 
regular visits to Toowoomba Regional Art Gallery, Queensland’s first such 
institution, opened in 1937 after intense lobbying by this society, and 
committed to an annual program of varied, interesting and even challenging 
local and touring exhibitions in which we participate, currently with the 2019 
Toowoomba Art Society/The Chronicle Junior Art Expo now in its 31st year. My 
thanks go to my fellow Directors and Secretary, Di Baker, for their assistance in 
bringing it to fruition by recording names of those selected and preparing 
labels, mounting, framing and hanging the works, and supporting the openings 
of the primary and secondary sections last week. The 3 selectors, all art 
teachers, chose 98 works by young people between 4 and 17. Several sponsors 
contributed almost $1000 in awards across the sections. I urge TAS members 
to visit the Expo before June 30 to enjoy what young people are capable of 
achieving with imagination, good teaching and family support. As many of the 
works are extraordinarily mature we can all learn from them. 
 

Allan Bruce (01.06.19) 

Current Exhibitions 
Culliford & Perinet Galleries 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

Members are invited to submit 
relevant items and images for our 
monthly newsletters. 
 

Please email contributions to 
twba1godsall@gmail.com (subject 
line: ‘Newsletter’). Each month the 
deadline for the next edition will 
be advised here. 
 

Deadline for the next Newsletter - 
Monday 8 July 2019, by 9:00am. 

VALE PAT FREESTONE 
 

Pat joined our Tuesday group in 2007. She was 
an accomplished and committed artist always 
helping others. Pat’s art was recognised and 
awarded for illustrating children’s story books 
and we also enjoyed seeing her sketching 
many old local homes and buildings around 
Toowoomba. 
 

She was very talented, painting in all mediums 
but excelled in pastels. We miss you Pat. 
 

Rest In Peace. 
 

Elma, Janice, Linda and Peggy 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

MEET OUR NEW TAS BOARD 2019/2020 
 

 
From left: Dianne Spanswick, Yvonne Wright, Beth Watson, Mike Grice, Peggy Vanderplas, 
Megan Shine, Ute Braatz, Allan Bruce and Kurt Timmins 

 
 

 

Ute Braatz is Toowoomba based and raised. She 
studied a Bachelor of Creative Arts and a Bachelor 
of Secondary Education both at the University of 
Southern Queensland. Ute currently works as a 
secondary art teacher. She has in the past worked 
in the Noosa Regional Art Gallery. Since 2007, Ute 
has worked for the Queensland Curriculum & 
Assessment Authority as a senior visual art review 
panelist. In 2010, she founded the Saturday 
Printmakers at TAS and joined the TAS board in 
2017. As an artist Ute has exhibited in Australia, 
Berlin and Denmark. 

 

Allan Bruce (President). Born Dundee, Scotland.  
DA (Drawing & Painting), Teaching Cert. (Dundee), 
MA (Art & Archaeology), (London). 
Lecturer in History of Art, Khartoum, Sudan, 1968-
9; Expressive Arts teacher, PNG high schools, 1970 
-73; lecturer in Drawing, Art Education, Asian Art 
History, DDIAE/USQ, 1974-2005 (7 years as Head 
of Dept.)  
Joined TAS Committee 1988, initiated Junior Art 
Expo 1989, taught Life Drawing for 10 years, co-
designed Culliford House, President since 2007. 
Exhibited drawings & paintings in Scotland, Sudan, 
Saudi Arabia, Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne, 
Adelaide, and invited solo exhibitions of my 
“scrolls” in public galleries in Hervey Bay, Lismore, 
Miles, Warwick, Stanthorpe and Toowoomba. 

Megan Shine is a law graduate from Bond 
University with five years’ experience practising in 
commercial litigation, franchising and employment 
law.  She recently completed the Queensland Law 
Society Practice Management Course and national 
mediation training and accreditation assessment 
with a view to developing a career in non-
adversarial conflict resolution, specialising in 
workplace disputes.  Megan has a keen interest in 
the arts.  She works as a manager at the Empire 
Theatre, teaches art classes at TAS and paints in 
oils and watercolour.  Megan's commissioned 
portraits hang in private collections around the 
world and she routinely exhibits work in local 
exhibitions. 

Dianne Spanswick is married and has two married 
daughters and eight lovely grandchildren who are 
all living in Brisbane. Her husband, Keith continues 
to work as a forensic scientist, while she is a 
retired registered nurse. Dianne can now spend 
more time pursuing her passion for art. 
Dianne’s love of nature and the patterns that it 
produces influences her painting style. Her 
paintings reflect these natural structures by using 
a symbolic, abstract focus. Some of her work was 
shown last month in a joint exhibition at TAS to 
the theme of ‘Worlds Within Worlds’. 

 

Michael John Grice b1945 Brisbane. 
Previous employment - Qld. Police Service 1961-
1967 (Military Police 1965-1967 National Service). 
Retail Industry 1968-1983. Qld. Public Service 
1984-1998. 
Attended USQ 1999-2002 completing BVA.  
Married to Lorraine since 1969. 2 children Joanna 
and Anthony, 3 grandchildren and 1 great 
grandchild (so far). 
Currently retired enjoying artmaking and history. 

 



 

A BIG THANK YOU TO EVERYONE FROM LEE! 
First of all, a very big thank you to the generosity of the TAS Board of 
Directors for granting me Life Membership of TAS, for the $400 
voucher towards purchasing artworks from TAS (already half spent) 
and for naming the rather dowdy corridor exhibition space the Perinet 
Gallery, plus the flowers and 2 bottles of Pinot Noir – my favourite 
tipple - at my official farewell - (totally unexpected ) at the opening of 
the Members Autumn Exhibition on 30th March.  
 

To all my wonderful TAS friends, thank you for all your gifts and best 
wishes for my retirement. I am still contemplating where to go from 
here.  Repainting the house is a strong contender, but catching up 
with friends and visiting family in Oz & overseas are also on my radar.      
 

I wish you all the best for TAS. I’ll drop in from time to time for 
openings and to catch up on the gossip.  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

A warm welcome to Tony Bynge, Adele Jones, Courtney Masters, John Masterman, Cate Rawlings and Nancy Rowley. We 
hope you enjoy your experience at TAS and that you make full use of our many facilities and friendly atmosphere. Keep 
up to date with our Newsletters, web page (toowoombaartsociety.com.au) Facebook page (TAS – Toowoomba Art 
Society) as well as the noticeboard & printed materials in the corridor. 
 

NB. If you have paid for membership online using direct deposit & have not received a receipt or 
membership card in the mail it could be because you did not give us your address/email/phone number. If 
this is you, please email your details to twba1godsall@gmail.com / subject Membership 

 

MEET OUR NEW TAS BOARD 2019/2020 
 

 
 
 

 

Yvonne Wright holds a Bachelor of Built 
Environment (Industrial Design) from QUT and a 
Diploma of Education from SCU. 
She is qualified to teach Technology and Applied 
Science specialising in Industrial Technology 
(graphics and multimedia) and Design and 
Technology. Yvonne is currently teaching in 
Toowoomba and previously had a pottery business 
at the Sunshine Coast.  
Yvonne has shown an assortment of artwork over 
the past 30 years including ceramics, prints, 
drawings, illustrations and photography in various 
exhibitions in SE Queensland. 

William Kurt Timmins, AB (California), PhD (ANU) 
Member of the Board and Treasurer 
Lecturer in Psychology at USQ, then Academic 
Registrar and Group Manager, Student Affairs at 
USQ. Member of the Academic Board and the 
Student Affairs Committee of Council, Member 
and sometime chair of the Queensland Tertiary 
Admissions Committee. Member and sometime 
chair of the USQ Human Research Ethics 
Committee. 

 
Peggy Vanderplas joined the TAS Tuesday group in 
1995 and since 2006 she has been the group 
leader. 
Over the years Peggy has been involved in various 
duties including being cleaner, librarian, 
membership secretary, treasurer and gardener. 
In between she still works on a casual basis and 
enjoys painting because her Tuesday group "Paint 
and Spatter" exhibits every two years, which is a 
very interesting group exhibition with so many 
different styles and mediums. 
Peggy notes that TAS is an important part of her 
life and she is interested in supporting and 
promoting the Art Society and its involvement in 
the Toowoomba community. 

Beth Watson presently teaches English and 
Humanities in a local high school, preceded by a 
career in journalism. She has been a Toowoomba 
Art Society Board member for one year. Recently 
Beth has joined TAS’s Exhibitions Sub-committee 
and has been a participant in the Saturday 
Printmakers group for three years. 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjR-a795rPiAhUVXisKHc6HCUgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://postgrowth.org/the-long-lost-sound-of-silence/&psig=AOvVaw0wUd_rhN_-W4s_XlJa8bHS&ust=1558774798922853
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Tool sharpening   
Workshop 

with  

Carol Russell 
(Brisbane) 

 

13 July 2019 
2 .5 hours  

9.45 am – 12.30 pm 

Time:  9.45am for 10am start 
Location:  Toowoomba Art Society 
  1 Godsall Street,  

  Toowoomba, Qld 
Contact:   satprintmakers@yahoo.com.au  
http://thesaturdayprintmakers.wordpress.com 
 

Workshop cost   $ 95 
Saturday Printmakers $ 80 
 

 

Payment will secure a place in workshop. 
Saturday Printmakers 
BSB: 633 000 
Acc: 159 414 911 

 Want to feel confident in being able to sharpen 

tools? This is the workshop for you. Bring along 

two (2) lino or wood block tools to sharpen in the 

workshop.  

For Sale on the day 

Sharpening stones and leather strops available 

for purchase on the day. 

 

Carol Russell is a woodworker who has worked 

for Carbatec.  

http://www.carolrussellwoodwork.com.au 

 

IT’S YOUR ART SOCIETY 
 

The Board welcomes your input. Any member wishing to bring an issue to the Board's attention should 
contact the Secretary (Diane Baker) or President for inclusion on the agenda of the next meeting. Where 
possible the member should attend that Board meeting. 
 
Members also are encouraged to attend Board meetings at any time to keep current with ‘all things’ TAS 
or keep up-to-date by reviewing the meeting minutes that are held on file in the library. 

 

FUTURE WORKSHOP – WATCH THIS SPACE 
 

Our next workshop will be held in July 2019 and is titled, Lino and Woodblock Tool Sharpening. 
See below for full details. 
 

In August, the printmaking workshop, Wood block  Schlitz 
Saturday 10 August & Sunday 11 August. Cost - $240 + $20 materials; 

Saturday Printmakers $200 + 
 
 

Detailed information can be found on the Society’s website and Facebook page. 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

           
 

                                      
 

                                            

Photo Gallery 1 
 

Once again this year, the artistic talents of our region’s students are on display in the 2019 Toowoomba Art 
Society/Chronicle Junior Art Expo at the Toowoomba Regional Art Gallery until 30 June. It is a ‘must see’ exhibition 
featuring approximately 100 selected artworks by students from Kindergarten to Year 12. 
 

Our sincere thanks to all Expo sponsors, this year’s selectors art teachers Catherine McGuire (Lockyer Dist. SHS), Anne 
O'Sullivan (St Mary's College) and Des Verdon (Harristown SHS), and to TRAG staff Tiffany Shafran (Coordinator of 
Exhibitions and Public Programs) and Sue Lostroh (Regional Coordinator Galleries and Cultural Services who opened the 
Expo or Juniors (Wednesday 29th May) and Seniors (Thursday 30th May) respectively. 
 

Images are from both openings. 



                
 

        
 

                  
 

                              
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

           
 

         
 

           
 

 

Photo Gallery 2 
Thank you to all who attended the opening on Saturday 1st June of Marcia Ruhle’s and Margaret Holmes-
Middleton’s Culliford Gallery exhibition titled Romantic to Exotic and the group exhibition, The Magic of 
Paperbark in the adjacent Perinet Gallery by our by Art in Bark artists. A delightful afternoon was had by all. 
The exhibitions run until 30th June. 


